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Where’s the archives?



*Archives are at least
6000 years old

*Property records,
business records, laws
and decrees, history
*Property of the ruler
*Booty of war—Alexander
seizes “the royal skins”
from Persia

Image: King Sennacherib and

the royal scribes tour a
battlefield, 700 B.C.




ARCHIVES AND ACCESS

Aristotle, 384 BC — 322 BC

“By lot 1s chosen also a secretary
called Secretary of the Presidency.
He has supreme power over public
records, keeps the texts of the
decrees, keeps transcripts of all
other business and sits in the
meetings of the Council. Formerly
he was elected by show of hands
and the most illustrious and
trustworthy citizens were appointed
to the office. In fact, his name i1s
inscribed on pillars at the head of
the texts of alliances and degrees
granting to aliens citizenship ....”



WASHINGTON STATE DIGITAL
ARCHIVES

o [ist. 2004

e Mission: preservation of
electronic records from
both State and Local
agencies that have
permanent legal, fiscal or
historical value

o 325645 92,285,770
records*—and counting

e Such as?

*as of 9 p,m. 9/22/2010
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HISTORIC PHOTOGRAPHS

Boeing 314
Clipper, with
Mt. Rainier in
the
background, ca.

1945

Washington State
Digital Archives

document # AR-
07809001-ph000158
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AND MUCH, MUCH MORE

25 available collections

TERRITORY PENITENTIARY.

* Audio Recordings
- Military Records
* Oaths of Office

- Plats and Surveys
* Property Records
* Court Records

* Ordinance Records AP o '”i;'”v'/f,’/f i
* Institution Records o
« EKtc. ete. ete. ,,;;;:’m;;,,, 2’,/,"// ;



WHY WASHINGTON STATE?

“Pertect Storm” of Factors:
— Local high-tech industry

— Robust economy, strong e
revenues gl -

— Visionary Leadership — B age

— Support of Local Government

-

— Proliferation of “born digital” ir (& =
1%
records IM E INAY

B N
&;'WV
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— Tech advances in scanning,
storing

— Legal concerns about

preserving records
Digital Archives under construction, June

2003
(photo courtesy Sherry Bays)



WASHINGTON STATE = HIGH TECH
%

Pacific Northﬁrest
MNATIOMAL LABORATORY

Proudly Oiperated by Battelle Since 1965

m Automated Solutions
N for Processors Worldwide...
TECHNOLOGY




STRONG STATE REVENUES




VISIONARY LEADERSHIP

Phil Coombs (1946-2001)

“He recognized that with so many
documents being born digital, we
had to find a new way to retain
records that have historic, legal or
fiscal value.” -- Sherry Bays,
eastern Washington regional
archivist

Vision continued under Secretary
of State Sam Reed and

Washington State Archivist Jerry
Handfield



SUPPORT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT

* Washington’s
County Clerks and
Auditors

- Politically powerful
and 1n every corner
of the state

« Proliferation of
“born digital”
records

« State archives not
accepting




'Digital Dark Age' May Doom Some Data

be

— What stands a

ograph will inevitably
time, but the



LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Federal Freedom of Information Act (1966)

Washington Public Records Act (1972)

* “The people insist on remaining informed so that they
may maintain control over the instruments that they

have created.”
* Includes electronic records

* June 2009 Department of Labor and Industries
ordered to pay $500,000 for 1ignoring a records request

Similar laws 1n most states, many local governments



Digital Storage Cost
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http://www.basic.northwestern.edu/primers/techfest.html

2003 FEASIBILITY STUDY

“As part of the feasibility analysis, alternatives
to development of a centralized Digital
Archives were discussed and subsequently
rejected. No other alternative would meet
existing legal mandates, adequately protect
against the current loss of electronic archival

records, or be as cost effective.”
-Washington State Digital Archives Feasibility Study, 8/2003



Seismic Hazard Map

124" W 122°W 120°W 118'W

Peak Acceleration (%g) with 2% Probability of Exceedance in 50 Years
site: NEHRP B-C boundary
National Seismic Hazard Mapping Project (2008)




CONSTRUCTION

FEBRUARY 2003
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PRESERVATION GOVERNOR LOCKE’S WEBSITE
2004

Archived Website
Not All Functionality Is Available

. Governor Gary Locke WASHINGTON

Welcome!

Thank you for visiting our Web
site—your source for news and
information from the Office of the
Governor, Yisit Access
Washington for additional online
government services and
information. If you're planning a
visit, be sure to Experience
Washington. Enjoy your visit!

Headline News

2005-07 Budget
and Policy
Governor Gary Locke's ol

Legacy of Achievement Highlights

Prescription Drug

Help

ews from Governor Gary Locke Partners in

Learning

Priorities

Highlights
Key Links

171172005 - Gov. Gary Locke’s Farewell Address

OLYMPIA - Jan, 11, 200
farewell

tcud ay deliv

rnor and will |
s speech is as follo » Read more...

1/10/2005 - Gov. Gary Locke Announces Appointments to

Boards and Commissions

OLYMPIA - Jan. 11, 2005 - Gov, Gary Locke tcu:lasf announc d the




INTERNATIONAL VISITORS 2005-

PRESENT
* Pictured: 2005

delegation from
China

* Also visitors from
the British Library,
the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day
Saints, the National
Government of
Australia, Canada,
and many states

Q Secratary of State




LOC /MULTI-STATE
PRESERVATION PROJECT

- Began 2007
* Funded by the Library of

Congress via the National
Digital Information
Infrastructure and

Preservation Program =1 pn[smv Mll]“

* (Colorado, Idaho, Indiana, D oo seiucors .

Louisiana, Montana, Nevada,
North Carolina, Oregon

 “The Other National

Archives”



= search Dptions
Record Series: IAudiD Fecordings w what Does this include?

County: I—AII Counties —

Title: I House of Fepresentatives Cammittee Meeting Fecardings

Committes, Agency, Etc
Source: E—AII Sources —
Keywords to search for in the audio

Keywords: |cheney

Exarnples: Try searching for phrases by using quotes:
ex, "essential things for fish" or "Eastern Washington University"
Try narrowing your search by seleting a cormmittee from the drop down list above.

From To

Search Results

Date: 1979/03/20
Duration!
Title;House of Representatives Committee Meeting Recordings
Source!HIGHER EDUCATION COMMITTEE
W.oi-C-e. p.-t.-g.-5. cheney — — — ..,

Hawve a research question?
Ask An Archivist!

Click here to download plugin.

Date: 2001702701

Duration!

Title;House of Representatives Committee Meeting Recordings
Source! AGRICULTURE & ECOLOGY COMMITTEE

— — — cheney i. quess all of ...cheney is on one of the boards and and uh i feel better about that and and

Title:House of Representatives Comrnittee Meeting Recordings
Source ! COMMERCE & LABOR COMMITTEE

Date: 1973/02/10
Duration!
Title;House of Representatives Committee Meeting Recordings
Source! CONSTITUTION & ELECTIONS COMMITTEE
.that neil cheney ...

-@ Date! 1985/04,/09
Duration:

) Date: 1979/02/15

Audio Search is based on Microsoft Research
beta tachnology and is prowided on an "as is",
and as-"available basis", and all warranties and
liability are disclaimed with respect to
functionality ar availability of the service, The
availability of the service from this site may be
terminated at any time. The service may not be
resold or otherwize provided through sites other
than the State of Washington Digital Archives
Site,




IMAGE BROWSING - 2009

Title: | — All Titles —
person, place, or thing
Keywords: |lantern slides
People Photographer
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Year:
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Digital Archives 2004-2009
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The Future?
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